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9. Kiichiro Higuchi’s crucial decision to protect Hokkaido

On August 8, 1945, the Soviet Union, in its efforts to take advantage of Japan’s plight, broke the Soviet-dJapanese Neutrality Pact and
declared war against Japan. In joining the allied forces to fight against Japan, Soviet leader Joseph Stalin demanded U.S. President
Truman to allow, in exchange for Japan’s surrender, the Soviet Union to gain possession of the whole of the Kuril Islands and the
northern half of Hokkaido above a line from Rumoi to Kushiro.

On August 14, the Emperor of Japan issued an Imperial rescript regarding Japan’s acceptance of the provisions of the Potsdam
Declaration and the termination of the war, bringing the four-year Pacific War to a close. With the termination of hostilities by U.S.
forces on this day, the Japanese troops thought that the war was over.

However, on the same day, Soviet commanders adopted the extraordinary measure of ordering an invasion of southern Sakhalin, the
Kuril Islands and Hokkaido. They resorted to force to materialize their demand to President Truman.

Higuchi predicted at a council of war that Soviet forces would consist of two army divisions and surmised from their landing capability
that they would advance southward from northern Sakhalin to southern Sakhalin rather than directly landing in Hokkaido. Higuchi
made this informed prediction because he could see through the Soviet’s true intention based on his ongoing research on anti-Soviet
strategies.

Higuchi later reminisced about this day as follows: “August 18 was supposed to be the last day of hostilities, the day war should have
given way to peace. Nevertheless, before dawn of that day, a surprise attack was staged on us like a robber breaking into a house
through a back door. Such an illegal act should not be tolerated. If the illegality is overlooked, that would allow rampant illegal acts due
to ignorance to take place everywhere, making a peaceful end to war impossible.

Higuchi wired the garrison asking for permission to mount a fierce counterattack to annihilate the troops trying to land on the island.
Japanese troops had to prevent Soviet forces from entering Japan. Without Japan striking back, the Soviets would waste no time
advancing southward to Hokkaido. Had such a scenario materialized, Japan would have had to brace itself for a ground war in
Hokkaido like in Okinawa and Manchukuo.



