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The Battle of Attu and Kiska Islands[2]

The withdrawal operation started on May 27, 1943. The first phase of the withdrawal operation was
to retreat by submarine, but this was abandoned due to heavy losses and damage to the
submarines caused by American patrols. The second phase of the withdrawal operation was
planned to be carried out by 10 destroyers and cruisers in thick fog, maneuvering at high speed,
swiftly accommodating, and then disengaging. The command was taken by Rear Admiral Masatomi
Kimura, commander of the 1st Torpedo Squadron, which sailed out on July 10, but there was no fog.
This led the squadron to reverse course and return to Horomushiro Island (Paramushir Island). He
issued the order, saying, “If we return there, we can come back to Kiska Island.” On July 22, the
squadron launched a second sortie and stormed into Kiska Bay on July 29. To shorten the time
required to accommodate the officers and soldiers on the Kiska Island, Lieutenant General Higuchi
had his men dump their Type 38 infantry guns into the sea. This enabled the garrison members to
board the ships swiftly and safely. The 1st Torpedo Squadron accommodated the 5,200 garrison
members in only 55 minutes and returned to Horomushiro Island.

On July 26, the U.S. forces spotted the Japanese fleet on radar, and after a concentrated
bombardment, they determined the Japanese fleet had been annihilated because its shadow had
disappeared. The U.S. forces ran out of shells and fuel and went back to resupply on July 29. In
reality, the radar shadow of the Japanese fleet was the shadow of the island. That was the only day
the American siege was lifted. The Americans were unaware the Japanese had retreated, and two
weeks later, 34,000 men landed on the island, 21 of whom were killed in a friendly fire battle in the
fog. Once the fog had lifted, it was discovered that the entire Japanese army had retreated. The
U.S. military called this the Perfect Game—the miracle of the Pacific War.

After the war, when Lieutenant Colonel Castle, an interrogator at the General Headquarters of the
Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, asked Lieutenant General Higuchi how he had been
able to pull off such a feat, he replied that it was an unspeakable miracle and that the spirits of the
dead on the Attu Island had saved him.



