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The Battle of Attu and Kiska Islands[1]

Attu Island (Atsuta Island) and Kiska Island (Narukami Island) were located in the Aleutian Islands of
the U.S. state of Alaska. Serving as relay points between Japan and the U.S. in the northern region,
they were potentially important bases that would determine the outcome of the Pacific War. These
islands were occupied by the Imperial Army of Japan according to an order issued by the Imperial
Headquarters of Japan in June 1942. The primary motive was to draw the attention of the U.S.
Pacific Fleet away from the planned attack on Midway Island, a crucial battle in the Pacific theater.

Immediately after taking office as Commander-in-Chief of the Northern District Army on August 1,
1942, Lieutenant General Kiichiro Higuchi advised that the Imperial Headquarters should put Attu
Island and Kiska Island under the control of the Northern District Army to improve the conditions of
these islands by constructing airfields and other facilities there.

The U.S. forces made careful preparations, deploying submarines and bombers, and 15,000 troops
began landing on Attu Island on May 12, 1943.

The Japanese forces, led by Colonel Yasuyo Yamazaki, commander of the garrison, with 2,600
men, intercepted the U.S. forces. Lieutenant General Higuchi prepared reinforcements, but the
Imperial Navy of Japan did not send any ships, and he gave up on the idea of sending
reinforcements to Attu Island after being informed by the Imperial Headquarters of Japan that the
landing had been canceled. The garrison under Colonel Yamazaki was highly motivated and fought
for 18 days—far longer than the three days the U.S. forces had expected it would take to seize the
island—before being reduced to ashes.

It is said that Lieutenant General Higuchi lost 10 kilograms due to the agony of not being able to
fulfill his promise to Colonel Yamazaki to send out a support force during the 18-day battle.

However, there were still 5,800 officers and soldiers left behind on Kiska Island.
While Lieutenant General Higuchi had given up on Attu Island, he was determined to have the

officers and soldiers on Kiska Island withdraw. He therefore persuaded the General Headquarters to
agree to his evacuation plan and put it into action.



