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8. Intimidation by Hitler and a hearing at the Kwantung Army

Two weeks after the Otpor Incident, Germany lodged a strong protest to Japan against the rescue of
the Jewish refugees. Hitler’s confidant, Ribbentrop, the German Foreign Minister, sent a letter of
protest to Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs via Eugen Ott, their Ambassador to Japan. The letter
stated: “Your country’s certain major general in Manchukuo is supposedly criticizing and slandering
Germany’s policy. If this is true, we would like Japan to act immediately to redress the situation
because that will have significant ramifications on our relationship with Japan.”

This letter sent shock waves to the Ministry of the Army to the extent that the Kwantung Army (the
Japanese Army unit stationed in Manchukuo) issued a summons to Higuchi within the same day.
Higuchi arrived at the army headquarters in Hsinking the next morning.

A hearing featuring Higuchi was conducted by Hideki Tojo, the chief of staff, who had wielded the
real power in the Kwantung Army, instead of Kenkichi Ueda, the commander-in-chief. Higuchi
looked Tojo squarely in his eyes and said: “If Japan and Manchukuo are to support Germany’s
iInhumane policy, | must say that is amazingly despicable and immoral. | believe Japan is not a
vassal state of Nazi Germany, nor is Manchukuo a vassal state of Japan. What is your view on this,
General Tojo? Is it a truly correct thing for us to act as Hitler’s cat’s-paw and bully the weak?” Even a
powerful general like Tojo could not utter a single word of refutation. He simply replied: “I
understand. You’ve made a case for what you did and it made perfect sense. | will tell the ministry to
pass over this issue. Thank you for your time.”




