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6. The Higuchi Route

On March 10, 1938, Higuchi called the South Manchuria Railway Company president Yosuke Matsuoka, bringing him up to speed on
the crisis and requesting his assistance. Matsuoka wasted no time in dispatching relief trains to transport refugees from Manzhouli,
which bordered Otpor, to Harbin, located 900 kilometers away. There was only one train running per day from Manzhouli to Harbin,
but a group of 13 relief trains were reportedly dispatched at that time.

On March 12, 1938, the trains carrying the refugees arrived at Harbin Station. Although a dozen of them had frozen to death and two
dozen had to be taken to clinics due to illness or frostbite, the remaining refugees were safely accommodated in officers’ clubs,
schools and other buildings. The delay of a single day in arranging the trains would have caused more refugees to lose their lives.

Of those rescued refugees, 80 percent went on to the United States by way of Shanghai—some of them later moved to Israel after it
was founded —and the remaining 20 percent reportedly engaged in land settlement in the countryside of Harbin.

The route from Manzhouli to Harbin came to be known as the “Higuchi Route” as Jewish refugees continued to use it to flee to
Shanghai and elsewhere via Harbin.



