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3. Encounter with Jews

In 1919, Kiichiro Higuchi was assigned to the Special Service Agency (secret military agency) in
Vladivostok, where he boarded with a Russian Jewish family living on the third floor of the same
building as the Special Service Agency. The family, the Goldsteins, was well-off and their home had
a salon-like atmosphere where young Jews gathered almost every night to chat over tea and sing
together.

Those Jewish youth never shied away from Higuchi; instead, they joined the Goldstein family in
treating him hospitably. Higuchi later reminisced about the Japanese view of the Jews: “Not only did
we Japanese treat the Jews equally with other foreigners, we even considered them superior to
other foreigners for their financial prowess...We had lived in a cultural environment that did not
discriminate against the Jews because many Japanese tended to view foreigners as either Britons
or Americans.”

In 1925, Higuchi was assigned to the Japanese legation in Poland as a military attaché. One day,
when visiting southern Russia, he met an old Jewish man in Tiflis, known today as Thbilisi, Georgia.
When the man found out that Higuchi was Japanese, he invited him in his home and told him
through tears that the Jews had been persecuted all over the world and that he had pinned his
hopes on the Emperor of Japan becoming the “savior” of the Jews someday. This encounter defined
Higuchi’s destiny.



