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Word of Appreciation

| am very pleased that the Higuchi Kiichiro Memorial Museum has been completed in Hokkaido, a place my grandfather loved so
much. | would like to express my sincere appreciation to the members of the Higuchi Kiichiro Memorial Museum Preparatory
Committee for making its construction possible through a grassroots movement.

My grandfather, Kiichiro Higuchi, worked to defend Hokkaido, the Kuril Islands and Sakhalin as commander-in-chief of the Fifth Area
Army at the end of the Greater East Asia War (i.e., Pacific War of World War Il). On August 15, 1945, the Emperor of Japan issued an
Imperial rescript regarding the termination of the war and the Allied Forces followed with a cease-fire order issued by General
Douglas MacArthur. Peace was supposed to come to Japan. However, Stalin launched a new campaign against Japan to occupy
Sakhalin, the Kuril Islands and northeastern Hokkaido. He set his sights not only on Hokkaido but also the Tohoku region in
northeastern Japan and even divided rule over Tokyo with the United States.

This aspect of history may have faded into obscurity over time, and Russia’s effective control is still underway not only on the Kuril
Islands and Sakhalin but also the four islands off Hokkaido of Kunashiri, Etorofu, Habomai and Shikotan, which the United States
should have occupied. Regardless of this, we owe the peace of Hokkaido today to all these brave men who fought for their homeland.

After the war, my grandparents once lived in seclusion in a mountainous area in Asari near Otaru, Hokkaido, enjoying interactions
with local residents. However, my grandparents became unable to make a living because they had no income since my grandfather
was ousted from office. They moved to my grandmother’s home in Miyazaki Prefecture. Ultimately, my grandfather came to live with
my family in Tokyo and died of old age on October 11, 1970 at the age of 82. | was born after the war, but my family and | were truly
moved by his praying every morning for the souls of the officers and soldiers who had perished on the battlefield.

This museum displays the desk at which my grandfather put his all into defending Hokkaido. | would like to take this opportunity to
express my heartfelt appreciation to staff of the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Camp Makomanai Museum who had preserved
the desk over the 75 years after the war’s end and donated it to the Higuchi Kiichiro Memorial Museum.

July 2020
Ryuichi Higuchi, representative of Higuchi Kiichiro’s closest living relatives
(musicologist, conductor, Meiji Gakuin University Professor Emeritus)



