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12. The Jewish Association’s repayment of Higuchi’s generosity

Behind the general headquarters of Gen. Douglas MacArthur was the U.S. Department of Defense,
and exerting great influence over the Department of Defense was the U.S. Jewish Congress,
neadquartered in New York. Leaders of the Jewish Congress included refugees who were saved by
Higuchi at the Otpor Incident. They reportedly mustered the courage and stood up to repay him for
nis generosity in Otpor and worked to have his name removed from the war criminals’ list for the
Tokyo Tribunal.

In the fall of 1950, Higuchi and his wife were invited to a Jewish community festival held in Tokyo.
An organizer of the event was businessman Michael Kogan, who served as a bodyguard for Higuchi
at the First Conference of Far Eastern Jewish Communities in Harbin and later founded the Taito
Trading Company (today’s Taito Corporation), which is known for its development of popular video
games such as Space Invaders. For the first time, Higuchi learned from Kogan about the Jewish
efforts to save Higuchi.

In 1948, Israel was established as the state of the Jewish people. Names of people who had helped
save Jews and contributed to the establishment of the Jewish state are engraved in the Golden
Book exhibited in Jerusalem. In addition to the names of Dr. Abraham Kaufman and Colonel Norihiro
Yasue, that of General Higuchi is also engraved in the book.



