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11. A humanitarian acknowledged by the General Headquarters of the Allied Forces that
occupied Japan following World War Il

Soon after the war, when Higuchi was living a secluded life in a mountain in Hokkaido’s Asari area,
_t. Col. Jim Castle, the chief of the U.S. Army Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) in Sapporo, visited
Higuchi several times to collect information on and investigate how the Japanese Fifth Area Army
nad treated American prisoners of war under Higuchi’s command.

After the investigation, Lt. Col. Castle cordially welcomed Higuchi at a canteen full of luxurious
dishes on the sixth floor of Sapporo Grand Hotel, where the CIC Sapporo was headquartered, and
said, “General Higuchi, | sincerely apologize for the number of rude questions | have asked of you. |
conducted a thorough investigation and found that your army didn’t abuse any of our POWSs nor did it
engage in any cases of injuries resulting in death. This finding was a surprise to us. | also admire the
fact that the payment of the expenditures associated with the termination of the war was speedy and
involved no illegalities. So, I've invited you to this little party today so we can get acquainted.” Lt. Col.
Castle went on to praise Higuchi by saying that he was a great humanitarian.

After the war, Stalin ordered the KGB to thoroughly investigate the Japanese Army and the
Kwantung Army (the Japanese Army unit stationed in Manchukuo). Higuchi was considered a
high-ranking enemy for the Soviets because of his military career serving as a member of
Vladivostok Special Service Agency, chief of Harbin Special Service Agency and
commander-in-chief of the Fifth Area Army. In particular, the title of “chief of a Special Service
Agency” earned him the moniker of war criminal.

The Soviet forces designated Higuchi, who had lived after the end of the war in Hokkaido’s Asari
area under the U.S. military occupation, as a war criminal and demanded that the General
Headquarters of the Allied Forces (GHQ) hand him over. However, Douglas MacArthur, the supreme
commander of the Allied Forces, denied the demand and defended him even by saying that “General
Higuchi is a humanitarian.”



