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4 . Encounter with Dr. Kaufman

After his appointment as chief of the Harbin Special Service Agency in 1937, Kiichiro Higuchi had a Jewish visitor, Dr. Abraham
Kaufman. He was a physician running a clinic in Harbin and the chairman of the Harbin Jewish Association.

Dr. Kaufman visited Higuchi to seek permission to hold the Conference of Far Eastern Jewish Communities in Harbin to call on the
international community to recognize the Nazi persecution of the Jews. Having sympathized with the Jews because of the harrowing
circumstances that befell them, Higuchi gave Dr. Kaufman his permission.

The First Conference of Far Eastern Jewish Communities, which had been long sought after by the Jews in the region, took place
from December 26 to 28, 1937. There Higuchi delivered a congratulatory speech, but that stirred controversy because it implicitly
condemned Nazi Germany for its persecution of Jews. The speech came after Japan and Germany had signed the Anti-Comintern
Pact.

Higuchi said: “My dear Jewish friends, | am sorry that you do not have your own home soil anywhere in the world. This is unusual
because every ethnic minority, every group of people of any race, has their own home soil no matter how little it may be. History has
proved that you have talents and endowments not inferior to any other peoples in science, art and industry. Nevertheless, in the 20th
century, a century where civilization and culture should blossom and thrive, we see Jews being expelled and persecuted in some
places in the world, such as in the Kishinev pogrom (a massacre of Jews that occurred in Kishinev (today’s Chisinau) in 1903). To
witness this in the name of humanitarianism, also as a member of the human race, truly makes me feel deep sorrow. One country is
chasing you out as undesirables, though you should be brethren in the eyes of the law. If people are banished, their destination
should be explicitly shown and prepared in advance. Expulsion without due process is tantamount to massacre without swords. As a
private citizen, | despise such conduct from the bottom of my heart. | would say to them that they should give Jews a land that is their
homeland before expelling them.”

His speech was met with a standing ovation and loud cheers by the audience.

Two weeks after the event, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan received a letter of protest from the German government. When he
learned about it, Higuchi was undismayed, dismissing it by simply saying “So what?”



