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14. Life of Abraham Kaufman

Abraham Kaufman was born to a wealthy Orthodox Jewish family in 1885 in a Jewish community in
Chernigov, Russia. In 1903, he wanted to enroll at Kazan University but could not due to a restriction
on the number of Jewish students, so he went to Switzerland where he studied medicine and
qualified as a doctor in 1909. He returned to Russia, and while working as a doctor in Perm,
Kaufman engaged in Zionist movements in various provincial cities. In 1912, he moved to Harbin,
where he started social activities in a variety of fields. He served as the leader of the Jewish
community in Harbin for a quarter of a century. He also worked as the Far Eastern representative of
major Zionist organizations, including the Jewish National Fund, the World Zionist Organization and
the Jewish Agency.

After the foundation of Manchukuo, Kaufman chaired the Conference of Far Eastern Jewish
Communities, organized for three consecutive years from 1937, through which he communicated
Japan’s policy on the Jews to other countries. In 1939, he visited Japan at the invitation of the
Japanese government and met with top-level government officials. In this way, he played a key role
as a liaison between the Japanese and Jews.

However, because of his cooperation with the Japanese government, Kaufman was captured by
Soviet forces after World War |l and interned in Siberia. He endured 11 years in internment before
he was allowed to join his family in Israel in 1961. Even after he settled in Israel, he continued to be
criticized for having cooperated with Japan. Notwithstanding this adversity, he never criticized
Japan. In his living room, he put up a painting of the Imperial Palace he received from the Emperor
of Japan and until he passed in 1971 remained nostalgic for the time he had spent in Japan.



